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A 73-year-old man with a history of non-Hodgkin
lymphoma (NHL) presented 6 months after sys-
temic remission was achieved with a painless man-
dible drop (figure 1), weakness of masseters and
pterygoids, loss of corneal reflex, and impaired fa-
cial sensation. Brain MRI (figure 2) demonstrated
gadolinium enhancement of both trigeminal
nerves, and CSF analysis was compatible with
NHL recurrence.1 No other evidence of systemic
disease progression was found. The patient experi-
enced partial resolution of his symptoms and signs
after administration of intrathecal methotrexate
and systemic chemotherapy.

CSF invasion of malignant cells is the most likely
mechanism of isolated NHL recurrence in the CNS.2

However, the biologic mechanism underlying the
confined cranial nerve infiltration is still poorly un-
derstood, although a neurotropic nature of malig-
nant cells has been hypothesized.3
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Figure 1 Patient with bilateral trigeminal
nerve palsy

The patient was unable to close his mouth. Neurologic ex-
amination revealed bilateral trigeminal nerve involvement.

Figure 2 MRI of the patient

Axial (A) and coronal (B) T2 MRI demonstrating enlargement
of both trigeminal nerves (arrows). Axial T1-weighted (C)
and postgadolinium images (D) demonstrating gadolinium
enhancement of both trigeminal nerves (arrowheads).

RESIDENT
& FELLOW
SECTION

Section Editor
Mitchell S.V. Elkind,
MD, MS

Copyright © 2011 by AAN Enterprises, Inc. e115



DOI 10.1212/WNL.0b013e31821f4622
2011;76;e115 Neurology 

Efthimios Dardiotis, Gianna Patramani, Styliani Ralli, et al. 
: Isolated bilateral trigeminal nerve palsyImagesTeaching Neuro

This information is current as of June 13, 2011

Services
Updated Information &

 http://n.neurology.org/content/76/24/e115.full
including high resolution figures, can be found at:

References
 http://n.neurology.org/content/76/24/e115.full#ref-list-1

This article cites 3 articles, 0 of which you can access for free at: 

  
Permissions & Licensing

 http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
its entirety can be found online at:
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in

  
Reprints

 http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise
Information about ordering reprints can be found online:

rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.
1951, it is now a weekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright Copyright © 2011 by AAN Enterprises, Inc.. All 

® is the official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously sinceNeurology 

http://n.neurology.org/content/76/24/e115.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/76/24/e115.full#ref-list-1
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

